A Stroll along the Strand

Outside a chemist's window it would be impossible not to linger.
We read announcements of Sim's only genuine white and musk
brown Windsor soap; mottled and Naples soaps; Rowland's
Macassar oil, in an older packing; notices, respectfully worded,
addressed to the nobility, gentry, and the clergy, calling attention
to the advantages of certain preparations, composed, as it were,
in a particular language, the jargon of elocutionist or dancing
master. Authentic Eau de Cologne, guaranteed against imposture
and pleading, vociferously, its address: 'Gegeniiber dem Julichs
Plats:', with fulmination and threat of action against all other per-
sons who called themselves Farina, took up the centre of one
window. It is, plainly, the wrappings and labels that are the fas-
cination.

In another window, Hannay and Dietrichsen's Fragrant essence
of Rondeletia, for the toilet or handkerchief, prepared expressly
for the use of the Royal Family.* We read: 'The lovers of elegant
perfumes are solicited to call and try this article on their Handker-
chief, for which purpose a Bottle is always open free, to which
Handkerchief, so perfumed, the combined fragrance of the
choicest conservatory must yield precedence.. .. Perfumers,
whose appearance of respectability would induce a belief that they
would not sell a counterfeit article, are even guilty of this.* And
we come to Hannay & Co.'s Oriental Oil. CA pure limpid white
vegetable substance.... The great care is proverbial, that is paid
to the cultivation of the luxuriant tresses of the fair Captives of the
Harem, and Art is there well known to succeed in outrivaUing
even the far-famed beauties of Circassia. The Oriental Oil, as pre-
pared by Messrs. Hannay & Co. has been employed for the pur-
pose during the period of three centuries.'Close to it, is Gowland*s
Lotion: "Distinguished as a safe and congenial appendage of the
toilet during a period of nearly eighty years. A copy of that
popular work, "The Theory of Beauty", is enclosed with every
bottle/ And there is, also, Shaw's Mindora Oil, known, too, from
1750. By its side, goods and an advertisement of Brewster's;
'Haircutter and Manufacturer of Ornamental Hair to the Royal

* According to The Art of Perfumery, by G, W. Septimus Piesse, London,
1855, essence of Rondeletia was composed of doves, kvender, musk, and
vanilla. He suggests that its inventor took the name of this perfume from the
Rondeletia, the Chyn-len of the Chinese, or from the R. Odotata of the West
Indies, which has a sweet odour.